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children in Gujarat ? Instead of contributing money to the Vidya-
pith and then getting it back from it, why should we not raise
enough in each town or village to run good private schools?
SAHARA DESERT
I am convinced that it is all to the good that our way has
been blocked by this Sahara Desert. We shall profit by the expe-
rience of being scorched by the heat and get hardened. We shall
now be able to distinguish right from wrong, make out the brave
from the coward, differentiate between those who joined us with
proper understanding and those who did so without such under-
standing. We shall now know who are the actors and who the
spectators. It was indeed necessary that we should learn this.
Schools are an acid test for us. Wherever national schools are
functioning, it is proper that the local people should regard it as
a point of honour to run them on their own. If no buildings are
available, classes should be held under trees; if teachers cannot be
paid, they may go round begging for provisions, live a life of pri-
vation and teach children. Only in this way can the nation rise,
ROWDYISM WILL NOT SUCCEED
Defiance of law for its own sake is uncivil behaviour and row-
dyism. If swaraj is won through rowdyism will the rowdies then
run the Government? We are planning to win it with our own
efforts and hope to run it ourselves. The worth of the swaraj-
builder will not be tested by his ability to destroy, but by his abi-
lity to construct. One who can construct certainly knows how
to destroy. But all those who can destroy cannot construct. We
call the person who is engaged for breaking stones and gravel a
mere wage-earner, while the one who builds is called a mason.
Without having learnt how to construct, we wanted to start des-
troying in Bardoli1 and so God, in His kindness, held us back and
saved us from danger*
SWARAJ-BUILDERS
We should heed the warning. We should now make an effort
to become masons. If we cannot give a good account of ourselves
in the building department, we have no right to offer civil dis-
obedience.
lfThe Bardoli Taluka Conference held on January 29, 1922 accepted
Gaadhiji's proposal to launch civil disobedience and he informed the Vice-
loy about it in his letter of February 1. But the Chauri Chaura tragedy led
Gandhiji to decide that the movement should be suspended.